MEP.
General Characteristic. It was the period of the decay of the old trial system and the intensive development of feudalism. The feudal system leads to feudal isolation because each of the manors is self-sustained and produces all that is necessary for him. That’s why we observe here isolation of different territories. This influenced the situation in the language. If in OE we deal with trial dialects, in ME in the place of the old tribal dialects we find local dialects. If we group the local dialects, we find 3 large groups: the South-Western and Kentish group = the Southern Group the Midland Group the Northern Group Gradually they were developing in the direction of disintegration; they were becoming more and more unlike. By the beginning of the MEP we can’t speak about a uniform literary language it means that when we speak of the language of the MEP we mean a community of dialects, but within this community there was a very important process of the London dialect, becoming more and more important as the main dialect, born for writings and for communication. Towards the end of the MEP we find that the London dialect is gradually turning into the basis of the literary language. The main group of the words in the London dialect belonged to the Southern group (the southwestern part of it), though of course we find a lot of elements from the Midland group. London was the capital; the center of culture, trade, navigation and it was the center of printing. The great trend of that period is great transformation in the English language. The MEP was a period when the English language was transforming from the synthetic structure in the analytic structure the English language is now. So, the MEP is the period of transition. The most important processes: 1)The phonetic process of reduction (in OE there were no reduced vowels) – unstressed vowels came to be reduced; it was one of the main reasons for dropping of endings. 2)Leveling on analogy (выравнивание по аналогии) – the grammatical processes; употребление форм в соответствии с продуктивными парадигмами. Another very important event of the period was the influence of the French language, which is connected with the so-called Worman Conquest. It affected the life of the country, its political and social systems, its economic system and it’ language greatly. Towards the end of the MEP the English language came to be romanized by about 70%. Towards the end of the OEP a great part of the E territory belonged to the Danes, but part of the territory remained English (Alfred the Great). Late in the 10th century the Dane invasions were renewed under Sweyn (The Danish King), who was a powerful king and ruled a very powerful Danish Kingdom which united Denmark, Norway and partly Sweden and England. When in 1018 Sweyn died, his son Canute became king and he was even more powerful ruler than his father. The power of the Danes extended too much that as historians say for some time it seemed that the future of England was to be connected with Denmark. It lasted for several decades. In 1035, when Canute died, his sons were unable to keep his kingdom together, the King power was weakened and Denmark fell into parts. So thei was an opportunity for English nobility to have a King of their royal dynasty. In 1042 they proclaimed Edward the Confessor King of England. He was a representative of Godwin royal line. Edward was not a strong ruler, he was a man of rather a weak character and he devoted much time to religion, and didn’t devote much time to state affairs. He had several statesmen who helped him in his state affairs. One of the peculiarities of his biography was that King Edward had been reared in France. When part of England was under the Danish law, he was in France. It was there that he got education. Somehow it explains the events which are to fallow. It was then that English contacts with Normandy (Земля северных людей) grew stronger. Normandy – part of France, which was populated by Scandinavians, who had made raids not only to England, but to France too. By culture, civilization they lived within Roman civilization, they were more civilized then the English people. In 1066 Duke William (the Duke of Normandy) garnered large army and landed in England. He had claims to the English throne. Historians wonder, whether there were any reasons for it. There was another King already – Harold, a representative of the same powerful Godwin line. Edward had no children. And when he died, England faced the problem of choice. And they chose Harold. Harold with his army met William’s army. The most fierce battle took place at Hastings. In a fierce battle Harold was killed and William the Conqueror proclaimed himself King of England. The most important reasons for his victory were: -higher civilization -William’s army was well-organized, some of his soldiers were professional, whereas Harold had to gather an army of common people, peasants -Unexpected attack in autumn, as it had been expected by Harold in summer, it means that he decided that the attack would be postponed till spring and let some of his soldiers go home. Some nobility in England didn’t support him, whereas everybody supported William. After the Norman Conquest there began romanization of the whole country and language. William brought many nobles with himself and they occupied the most important posts of court, in court of course they brought the French language. For more than 2 centuries there was a three-lingual situation. The official and literary language was French, but North-French (Anglo-Norman), the language of the common population was English; Latin was the language of science. It was taught at monasteries, in the 1st Universities.

The Alphabet. As to the alphabet, there were some important changes in the system of spelling and the alphabet. Some symbols were not used any longer: _ _ _. On the other hand they introduced some other new symbols: k v and some others. Some symbols changed their sound value: y [U (умляут) – I]. There was also an important in the very way of spelling certain sounds. The introduction of digraphs (двухбуквенное обозначение одной фонемы): vowel digraphs (ee…) and consonant digraphs (sh, ch…).Writings. The number of writings had considerably increased, esp. Towards the end of the MEP, when parchment (пергамент) was replaced by paper. If we consider the development of the language and the development of writings, we should divide the MEP into 2 subperiods: early and late. 

At the beginning of the MEP we find that in literature in writings they continued the old Anglo-Saxon tradition: they mostly wrote religious poems, tents, gospels and in the very way they wrote them it was also a continuation of the Anglo-Saxon tradition – that is poems were written in alliterative form. A typical example of it is the poem, which is called “Ormullum”  - it was a poetic interpretation of the gospel written by Orm. We can’t say, that this poem is a work of art, but it is a typical example of the continuation of the A. -S. Tradition, born in style and form. As to continuation of the A-Saxon tradition in prose, we find it in chronicles, which were renewed after the break. The chronicle, which covers the late period, is referred to as “Petersburg Chronicle”. In the middle of the early MEP we already come across new trends and developments in literature. English literature of that period was greatly influenced by French literature. In French literature the main genre of the time was chivalry romance (рыцарские романы). These were poems, which mostly described the life of knights. We find a number of romance poems in England in English, however at the beginning of the development of this genre the poems were written mostly in French and in Latin (ballads), towards the end of the MEP there appeared quite a number of them – even some cycles in English. One of the most important poems of the 1st part of MEP was the poem “But” written by Layoman, it is a poetic interpretation of another work, which was written in French on the history of England. The original author traces the English Royal life to the times of Эней (Трои). It is one of the most remarkable poems, however it is not as great as Beowulf or Canterbury tales. In it we see the process of development of the English poetic language in the making. In it we see different devices: alliteration and syllabic strictness. Many later plots were derived from this poem. The second part of the MEP – Late MEP – is usually referred to as medieval noon, flourish. It’s the second part of the 13th century. As far as poetry is concerned, we should mention Jeffrey Chaucer, John Gower and an anonymous writer, William Langland  (an allegoric poem “Vision of Piers the Ploughman” – “Видение Петра пахаря”, It’s a great work of art; it is written in alliterative style; it is one of the first works of art in which the author voices his protest against inequality, exploitation. In medieval literature we find a new ideaxrial disconnect, which can’t be seen in the OEP. Another important work of that period was a prosaic work – a translation of the Bible, made be John Wiclif and his followers. He was an outstanding man; he was one of the fathers of the Reformation in England. This translation is usually considered to be a work of art, because the quality of the translation is such, that makes us think that it is a work of art, a splendid sample of medieval literature. J. Chaucer (1340-1380) – a man of genius. He was an outstanding statesman, a man of great courage, wish, irony; he is of course also a writer of genius. He wrote several poems. The greatest of which is the famous poem, a real masterpiece – “The Canterbury tales”. It is a long poem, which is written in iambic pentameter (пяти-строчный ямб). The language of the poem is quite modern. Originally he wanted to write 32 parts in it, but he managed to write only 24. In the prologue to the poem he describes a group of pilgrims who are on their way to Canterbury. Since there were no cars, they travelled either on foot or on horse. And in order not to feel very dull on their way, they decided to tell stories of their life and other lives. This is an encyclopedia of the life of that time. Chaucer described all the layers of society. Chaucer’s vocabulary is very rich and picturesque. He used words form different dialects. The situation in the country couldn’t but tell on the linguistic situation in the country, which was three-lingual at that time. By the 14th century French had lost its significance and English became the state language. As far as literature is concerned, there appeared new genres: chivalry romance (ballads, poems and stories about the heroic deeds of the Knights). The most important change in the system of versification was the complete change in the poetic form. In OE the main device was alliteration. The MEP witnessed the establishment of syllabi-tonic system. The MEP witnessed the considerable increase in the number of written documents, letters. The development of medieval literature culminated in the second half of the 14th century. All the works were already written in English. And this period is usually referred to as the medieval noon. Here we find such great works as: Langland’s “Vision of Piers the Ploughman”, John Wyclif’s translation of the Bible, the anonymous finest chivalry poem “Sir Govern and the green Knights”, Sir Gower’s works, and Chaucer’s works – he wrote pamphlets, he criticized clergy and of course he was the author of “The Kent. Tales”.

