4)  Lecture 5.
5)  Continued about King Alfred the Great (848-901).
6)  He himself introduced the educational reform, imported learned people, scholars from Europe to teach at the monasteries (monastery schools) and he himself ventured to write prose. That’s why he is sometimes referred to as «The Father of E. Prose». His purpose was to educate his people. That’s why it was on his initiative that the Anglo-Sacson chronicle was started as a single piece. He himself translated several very important books into the OE language: from Latin, because before the OE prose developed, there were some writings in Latin and in order to be able to translate from Latin he learned Latin himself with the role purpose of translating learned books:
7)  «Ecclesiastical history of the E people» written by Bede the Venerable (Беда Достопочтенный) («Церковная история английского народа»). In this book we also find a poem by Cadmon. Bede describes how Cadmon got the ability of glorifying God in his dream. («Cadmon’s Hymn»)
8)  He translated «World History» by Paulus Orosius - a Spanish monk who wrote «World History» in which there are some interesting historical and geographical facts. King Alfred inserted some parts describing the Northern Parts of the world (Scandinavia). So these are episodes written by King Alfred. That’s why they are precious to us.
1. «Pastoral Care» («Заботы пастыря») by Pope Gregory - he was a highly educated, intellectual and spiritual man. The book describes what a clergyman should do for people.
So these are the main translations by king Alfred The Great. And we consider we find that they are much shorter that the originals: he picked out only something which he considered very important, some parts are adopted and some parts are paraphrased.
There some other prose writers. The most important for the development of writing are Wulfstan and Alfic. They lived at the end of the OE Period (end X - beginning XI). They were both clergymen. Wulfstan was a bishop. Since they were clergymen they mostly wrote homilies (проповеди). Both Wulfstan and Alfic were brilliant stylists and had their own styles. Both wrote in alliterated and rhythmic prose. Wulfstan’s style was more firy, more energetic and Alfic’s style was a bit gentler. He is considered to be one of the greatest stylists of the period. Wulfstan was also a great statesman, he took an active part in the reforms (in the state and church).

As to Alfic he is interesting for us because he is the author of one of the first grammars «Colloqui» which was written as an instruction for monastery students, it was written in the form of a dialogue between the teacher and his pupils. It was desired as an instruction in good language and it is considered to be one of the first grammars in the history of the development of the E language.
The Sound System.
9)  In OE, as it is now, there were long and short vowels. Short: a, (э), e, i, o, u, y; long: a, (э), e, i, o, u, y. There was no reduction. The main principle of the orthography was the phonetic principle. There were some sounds which are not pronounced in the modern language. One of the other interesting features is complete parallelism (в староанглийском гласные образуют полноценные пары а-а..., тогда как в современном языке этого не наблюдается I не равно i: т.к. разница не только в долготе, но и в качестве гласного).
OE - modern English.
Общее: - деление на долгие/краткие;

- сохранение некоторых звуков.

Разница: - отсутствие параллелизма в современном English;

 - исчезли некоторые звуки появились новые.

There were also diftongs, both long and short: ea, eo (not a single one is now preserved). Difference - there were long and shot diftongs (in ME only long diftongs)

- the second element sonorous than the glide in ME.

- the second element was broader (now narrower).

Consonants.

There were no affricates t  , d  , besides there were no fricatives  ,  . There was no palatalisation, which is strictly forbidden in the modern language, in some positions. The sounds s-z, f-v,   -    were not different phonemes, they were positional variants of the phonemes. There was aspiration.
I)  Sound Changes.
II)  Vowels:

1)  palatalisation of the Germanic [a] a:>    . in all the positions except the position before a nasal

dags (Gothic) || OE      > ME day

2)  There was no palatalisation before a nasal consonant. Before a nasal consonant ‘a’ was nasalised and labialised: man
3)  breaking (преломление)

A monophtong became a diphtong        a>ea; a shot monophtong gave a short diphtong and a long monophtong gave a long diphtong

Gothic ahtan || EO eahta > ME eight

Breaking occurred before: «rr, r + a consonant, l, h».

3)  No immediate traces of it in the modern language can be seen due to monophtongazotion.
4)  palatal mutation (палатальная перегласовка, Umlaut)

By palatal mutation we mean a change which consisted in the root vowel becoming more front and more narrow. Palatal mutation is an assimilating change of the root vowel affected by the sounds «i» or «j» in the following suffix (a repressive assimilation)

ЗНАКИ:

 - гипотетическая форма

 - соответствует

 - соответствует

 - перешло в...

 - развилось из...

 satjan (to sit)

There are numerous traces palatal mutation in the ME: the noun with vowel gradation (man-men) in the plural; adjectives with two sets of forms (old-older or elder) and adverbs; verbs like tell-told, teach-taught; some worlds building pairs long-length.

10)  velar mutation (веллерная, небная перегласовка)

Velar mutation is a change of the root vowel caused by the back vowel in the suffix (repressive assimilation)

There are now immediate traces of it in the ME language.
11)  lengthening of stressed vowels in the root

Chronologically there were two lengthenings: the earlier (prehistoric; III – IV c.) and later (IV c. and later). The earlier lengthening occurred due to the loss of a consonant.

There were two instances here:

- dropping of    [   ]

· seo  an . OE seon (>to see; sehen in Deutsch)

· when a nasal was dropped before a fricative Goth. Fimf || OE fif (german funf)

The second lengthening: the root vowel was lengthened before certain combinations ld, nd and so on : old, cold, kind, wind, table

1) II Consonants

2) The prehistoric process of doubling West Germanic consonants which is typical of the whole occurred as a by-product of the process of palatal mutation.

*satjan > s(э) ttan 

3) There are no immediate traces of it in the Me.

4) rotacism:

a certain fricative was voiced according to Verner’s law and later it developed into “r”

was – were 

5) sein – war- gewesen 

6) Palatalization 

Some consonants were palatalized when they occurred next to a front vowel (e, i, y)

OE cild ( > ME child)

7) Later they (palatalized consonants) gave new phonemes 

8) metathesis (метатеза) – a prehistoric process; metathesis is changing of positions of consonants in one root

der Teller || тарелка

third <   ridda

9) brennen || burn

10) dropping – see lengthening of vowels

11) voicing

some fricatives were voiced in the intervocal position. It is due to this voicing that we get such pairs of words as:

life – lives, shelf - shelves
