Lecture 2.

Word stress. As far as word stress is concerned one of the most important features of the Germanic languages is that both historically and synchronically they have some certain peculiarities. It is believed that in Indo-European language(s) there were two types of stress: musical pitch and force (dynamic) stress. Besides in Indo-European the word stress was free. In the Germanic languages it is fixed. So we come to the conclusion that since in Indo-European there was free stress and in the Germanic languages it was fixed some time there happened fixation of stress. It was discovered that in the course of the Common Germanic Period word stress came to be fixed on the first meaningful part of the word. It is interesting itself, but it is also important that this fixed stress couldn’t but result in weakening of unstressed positions which in its turn resulted in neutralization of certain vowels, dropping, change of quality and quantity.

The structure of the word. It is believed that in Indo-European the words were three-morphemic, that is root, suffix and flexion (ending). Regularly in the Germanic languages words came to be two-morphemic. Many notional words, mostly nouns, lost their suffixes ( root + ending.

The sound system. Vowels. The old Indo-European distinction between the long and the short vowels was in the main preserved. A peculiar feature of the Germanic vowels is their unstability. They have always been unstable, liable to different positional changes, mostly of assimilative character. Also: lengthening, shortening, neutralization, dropping.

Consonants. Many old German consonants have also developed from the corresponding Indo-European consonants. However if we consider the old Indo-European roots in the Germanic languages we find that the position of the sounds is different. They are as if were shifted in relation to the original Indo-European basis. The scholars long ago discovered these incoincidences but the great scholar who explained it was Jacob Grimm. He discovered the regularity of the correspondences. He found three groups of correspondences and since his time they are referred to as three acts or as Grimm’s Law (Consonant Shift). He discovered that in Indo-European basis the voiceless plosives became voiceless fricatives in all the Germanic languages (p – f; penta – five). According to the second act a voiced plosive became voiceless (slabare – sleep). According to the third act aspirated voiced plosives lost their aspiration (bh – b; bhrata – brother).

As to the origin of the consonant shift there are several theories explaining the shift. One of the most current is the influence of the so-called substratum (underlayer) of a language of a different type. There is another theory according to which the reasons for the shift should be found in the peculiarities of the language itself, in some inner laws. However, even after Grimm’s explanation there remained several cases when Grimm‘s Law didn’t work or there was some change which couldn’t be explained through Grimm’s Law. For instance, in the position where according to Grimm’s Law the voiceless sound [Þ] was expected there appeared the voiced [ð] (Pater – Father).

It was explained by another Danish linguist Carl Verner (he worked a bit later than Grimm). He came to the conclusion that voicing took place if the consonant vowel was preceded by an unstressed vowel (Verner’s Law). Косвенно свидетельствует о наличии свободного ударения.

The Grammatical System. Like many old Indo-European languages the old Germanic languages had a well-developed system of grammatical affixes. Thus the old Germanic languages had a number of noun declensions, verb conjugations and so on. However there are some grammatical features which are typical only of the old Germanic languages. The weak declensions of the adjectives which have always been marked by the suffix -n-. The weak declension marked the definitiveness of the nouns; the weak conjugation of the verbs.

The importance of word order. In Indo-European as it was a highly inflected language word order was free. In the Germanic languages word order gradually became fixed. In some languages like English it resulted in the fixation of the position of each member of the sentence. Sometimes it also resulted in the frame constructions and inversions.

Word formation and vocabulary. Like any other Indo-European language the Germanic languages have always employed three main word-building devices: affixation, word composition, sound changes (non-productive).

Considering Germanic word stock we usually distinguish two main layers: native words and borrowings. As to the native words we distinguish three subgroups: Indo-European words, words typical of Germanic Group, German proper Group.

