Lecture 5

The parts of speech

A part of speech is a class of words which is characterized by certain typical features which are characteristic of all the elements which constitute this class. (or words or lexical units)

The problem of PoS is quite a problem and it has been a problem for centuries. The number of parts of speech which specialists distinguish varies from 4 to 13-14 or even 15. And if we consider Fries’s classification,. We find that he has 4 main classes + 15 functional elements = 19 classes of words.

It’s not an easy thing to describe, to give a full adequate definition of a PoS. What makes it so complex? A word as belonging to a PoS should be characterized from at least two different points/aspects. First of all every word even a function word is a unit in itself as such it has a certain phonetic structure a certain lexical meaning or a certain word building structure. At the same time we don’t speak in words we speak in utterances in sentences a word should be regarded as a member of larger unit which is either a w.g. or a sentence. The criteria should be different. If we consider a word as a unit in itself we consider some properties which characterize the word as such: its lexical and morph properties; and if we consider the word as a member of a larger unit we should consider its syntactic characteristics. In order to give an overall description of a part of speech we should consider these two aspects otherwise the description will be incomplete. There are diff approaches in describing and classifying the parts of speech.

The history of the PoS goes back to the ancient times even BC. Aristotle and even earlier Indian grammarians were greatly interested in the classification of words. Aristotle had 4 classes of words (his classification is more concerned with rhetories than with grammar). In E gramm the theory of PoS proper begins in the period of prenormative and normative grammars (the 16th c onwards)

Lowth: in his classification we have 8 PoS; there were some peculiarities: the names were all the same but the grouping was already different from what we understand, thus the noun and the Adj. were grouped together as 2 kinds of nouns (they both were names).

Bullocar: we find (the follows Lowth’s scheme) already the division of the PoS into declinable and indeclinable (the already began to investigate the peculiarities of classes of words).

Ben Johnson: he distinguished changeable and unchangeable parts of speech but he called them “words with number” and “words without number”. 9 PoS (he was one of the first who postulated the A as forming a different class of words).

Lowth + Bullocar + Johnson – the participle is considered a separate PoS (alongside the Latin tradition). The term “declinable” and “indeclinable” have survived.

Charles Butler: he distinguished between declinable and indeclinable PoS but he calls them “words with case and number” and “words without case and number”.

Later grammarians (in the period of normative grammars) distinguished 8 PoS. The A was classed with the Adjective.

Brightland featured a new approach; he completely abandoned the old classes and names; 4 PoS: names (N), qualities (Adj), affirmations (Verb), particles (all the predicative PoS).

Sweed and Jesperson studied the PoS very deeply considering all the various approaches. It was J who showed that it is impossible to approach a class of words from only one angle, a point of view. He distinguishes words, refers them to a certain class hence to a certain meaning through their distribution.

So the traditional approach to the problem of PoS takes into account three main criteria which describe a certain word both as a lexical unit and as a unit of a higher level that is meaning, form, function (in the sentence). Alongside the traditional approach there’s another approach: structural approach which is based on the descriptive approach and the IC analysis (it’s based on the distribution approach).

Fries’s classification: in his book “the structure of English” ha gave a classification of PoS which entirely depends on the distribution of the word. To study the dist of the word he introduced the term “frames”. Af – is a formula of a typical construction which is typical of this particular word as belonging to a certain class. He proved the liability of his theory by the operation of substitution. Through this operation he gets 4 classes, he calls them by numbers:

Class one (nouns)

Class two (verbs)

Class three (adjectives)

Class four (adverbs)

15 functional classes: 15 groups of function words = (in our terminology) indeclinable

· since E is an analytical language and since to identify a word it’s not enough to know its meaning and form it seems advisable to apply to the E L the criteria which are the most formal.

· the most formal one is the distribution of the word

· the second - the form, the grammatical patterning of the word

· the third criteria – the word building patterning

· the fourth criteria – the general meaning of the class

Their eyes met. And each looked again at once, each feeling in some way found out by the other.

The Parts of Speech in English:

1. Traditionally:

2. The Noun (categories of number, case and def./indef.)

3. The Adj (the category of degrees of comparison)

4. The verb (the tense, the aspect, the voice, the time-correlation, the mood, the person, the number)

5. The Adverb (the d of comp)

6. The Pronoun (the notional parts of speech (declinable))

7. The Numeral Form (Function) Words

8. The prepositions

9. The Conjunctions

10. The Particles

11. The Interjection

12. The Modal Verbs

13. The Sentence Words (Yes! No!)

1) Some disputable problems:

2) The Adj – s which begin with “a” (afraid…) and “ill” – where to refer them? Sometimes they are included in the group of adj as a special kind of predicative adj – s. Another point of view: they constitute a special PoS which is called the category of state.

3) Where to refer pronouns? notional or form words. But they’re somehow in between. They are more notional than functional because they are very important text building elements mostly anaphoric but sometimes cataphoric

4) The Article. In some grammars we find that the A is considered to be a part of speech and + in some modern grammars.

