Lecture 11.


The category of person and number.


These two categories (as verbal categories) are purely formal: they formally mark the relationship between the action and the doer (the recipient) of the action.


In Russian subject – predicate agreement is purely formal: if the subject is in the plural the predicate is also in the plural and vice versa, there are fluctuations, but they are not numerous. In English we should consider several factors:
· formal agreement

the table is / the tables are

· the semantic factor (the meaning of the subject and its structure)

the meaning of the noun:

nouns of multitude: people, police, cattle; (only with the verb in the plural – the agreement is purely semantic)

the subject is expressed by a group of nouns, which form a single idea, unit: Where is my hat and gloves?

semantic units – in the singular.

one noun – singular and plural: ham, family...

if they denote a multitude – in the plural
}in British 

if they are collective nouns – in the singular
}English

in American English – in the singular

The subject – predicate agreement on the communicative structure of the sentence (the theme – rheme structure of the sentence) there is a strong tendency to agree the verb predicate with the communicative center:

Fools are my theme! (Byron)

But sometimes there may be hesitations stars was / were our only guide.

The form of the predicate depends on the syntactical construction in which the noun is used: in this case there is no general rule

1... as well as... 2 verb

the teacher as well as the students was...

either... or – with the second noun

both... and... – go with the plural

It’s I who am to blame.

It is dictionaries that are needed.

Word groups.


The word group has been one of the most important subjects for consideration and discussion for a very long time, since the time of prenormative and normative grammars. In old grammars they paid much more attention to word groups than to sentences. Still later the term “phrase” was introduced for the word group. Some linguists (H. Sweet) claim that this term is very wide (“phrase”) – it may be even a sentence, but nevertheless “phrase” is still used.


The word group is an intermediate unit between a word and a sentence. On the one hand a word group is closer to a word in meaning → a word group = an extended word, but on the other hand, from the structural point of view a word group is closer to a sentence, because like a sentence a word group has a certain syntactic structure, word order and certain means of connection.


The structure of the word group → 2 basic approaches:

1. a word group – is any combination of words > than one word which forms a certain syntactic structure according to a certain pattern.

2. a word group – at least notional words.

One of the greatest differences between a word group and a sentence is that a classical word group is a non-predicative unit, because a word group doesn’t carry predication (only sentences can carry it). A word group is a static explanation; a sentence carries some dynamic force. Thus a word group has no intonation of its own.

Classifications of word groups:

1. full word groups

Phraseological units (set phrases), (bound word groups)

2. the second classification is based on the way the headword is expressed. If we consider the relationship between the parts of a word group we’ll find that there may be at least 3 groups of relations:

· coordinate relations → coordinate word groups

· subordinate relations → subordinate word groups

· predicative relations → predicative word groups

Coordinate word groups – are word groups, groups of words, which have the same function (you and me), they are joined together either asyndetically or syndetically.

Subordinate word groups – in it there is always the head and an adjunct (зависимое слово).

Predicative word groups – are word groups the parts of which are joined by predicative relations (syntactical complexes).

As to the subordinate word groups they are further classified from the point of view of how their headword is expressed:

· noun word groups

· adjectival word groups

· adverbial word groups

· verbal word groups

The problem concerns the word order (the arrangement of elements): if we consider the substantive word groups in Russian the usual extension goes to the right (the right hand distribution) in English – very often to the left (the left hand distribution).

Get your eyes tested appeal to motorists.

for further classification – see the booklet (p. 50-60)


Predicative word groups (= complexes which are not to be found in Russian). A predicative word group is a special kind of word group with predicative relations between the nominal and the verbal parts (not the general predication of the sentence, not the primary predication, but the relations between the doer and the action).


English is rather rich in complexes:

five main types:

· the Complex Object

· the Complex Subject

· the For-phrase (the For-Complex, the Prepositional Complex)

· the Gerundial Complex

· the Absolute Nominative Participial Construction

within they are subdivided into bound (1, 2, 3, 4) and full (5)

(1, 2, 3, 4) – always function as an ingredient part of the sentence

(5) – it is absolute, it is not the I.C. of the sentence, it is always an adverbial

1) the most frequent are the Complex Object and the For-Phrase

2) the Gerundial Complex – occupies the second place

3) the Complex Subject (newspaper style and business) and the ANPC (in fiction and in technical description)

Since we consider only free word groups we should expect that since a free word group is considered full, it has no phraseological meaning, we may understand that the general meaning of the whole group is a sum of the parts which constitute it, but sometimes we can’t say so → very often the meaning of the whole phrase depends on the position of the elements in relation to each other (the meaning depends on the meanings of the elements and the relationship both semantic and syntactic)

a house dog → a dog house

Sentence.

1) definition

2) classification

3) the main aspects

4) the communicative structure of the sentence

The sentence has always been considered the main and the highest unit of speech. (nowadays – even tent → tent linguistics). The sentence is the only unit of speech capable of expressing a communication (суждение) = a more or less complete idea or thought

Every sentence has several main features:

· a certain intonation structure (depends on the aim of the communication, its structure, grammatical type...)

· a certain grammatical structure (the division into members of the sentence and their arrangement)

· a certain communicative structure (the theme-rheme structure)

Every sentence is characterized by predication. Predication refers the utterance to reality. Formally predication is expressed through the categories of tense and mood: the temporal and the modal characteristics of the sentence are the most important ingredient parts of predication and the most important characteristic features of the sentence.

There are several classifications of sentences based on several different criteria:

1. the meaning of the sentence = the aim of the thought expressed = the communicative task:

· declarative – the aim is just to give information

· interrogative – to seek information

· imperative (incentive – побудительные) – to urge smb to do smth

2. each of the three communicative types can be exclamatory and non-exclamatory (expressively charged and not) (intonation and emphatic words)

3. another classification is based on the number of predicative groups = subject-predicate clusters

· composite → correlative (the more... the more)

↓ compound (сложносочиненные) and complex (сложноподчиненные)


· simple

the connection between the parts may be syndetic or asyndetic

Several more structural classifications:

4. another classification is based on the use of secondary members

(extended ↔ non-(un)-extended)

5. another classification is based on the completeness of the structure:

(complete ↔ in (non-)complete - elliptical)

6. on the number of the main members, their use and the meaning of the possible doer of the action from the point of view of use of the primary

· two-member 

}sentences

· one-member

From the point of view of the nature of the subject or the nature of the possible doer sentences can be:

· personal ↔ impersonal

↓ personal proper, indefinite – personal, general – personal.

