Lecture 15

Text linguistics

Text linguistics/ textual linguistics/ text grammar is a rather new branch of linguistics. It deals with the text. It considers the text the highest unit of speech. If we consider isolated sentences in a discourse/ in the process of a discourse, we find that it’s very rare that one sentence expresses the complete idea, which is clear without any context. Usually in order to make ourselves understood we have to produce a whole sequence of sentences which forms what is termed now discourse – the process of communication. 

It’s raining and it’s cold (not equal to a phenomenon of nature).

I don’t want to go with her (we should know the whole situation both ultra- and extra linguistic).


I’m sorry!                very many things, we can’t translate it without a context.

In fact we speak not in sentences, but in texts. Interest for a good text goes back to old times, to ancient Greece (the 5th century BC). They already wrote books of rhetoric – the problem of a good text, of constructing a good text has always been a very important problem.

There should be some peculiarities, some features (if we want to consider the text a unit) – 

· a definition

· features, aspects (which single out the text as a special linguistic unit.

Unlike definitions of some other linguistic units, it’s very difficult to give the definition of  the text, there are several problems here:

· the length of the utterance (where are the headlines of the text, where are the signals of its beginning and its end).

The text is a sequence of linguistic units joined together by semantic connections and characterized by integrity (целостность), wholeness (цельность), and cohesion (связь).

Textual linguist may understand something, which is as short as a sentence or even an interjection (complete and coherent), as long as a whole text: story, novel. A text should have certain peculiar features.

Those who studied the text as a unit came to the conclusion that a text as a linguistic unit has its own semantic and structural categories:

The main semantic features/categories:

· information

· profundity

· presupposition

· completeness

1) Any text should carry complete information; it should express a certain communication.

2) By profundity some authors mean that the text should have some depth, some food for thinking, some idea, which may either be expressed, or may be understood implicitly.

3) By presupposition we the shared knowledge: there should be some level at which communicate otherwise there may be complete misunderstanding.

4) The text should be complete in meaning, it shouldn’t be abrupt (except for fiction where it’s a stylistic device).

As to the structural categories of the text, they are:

· integration

· cohesion

· retrospection

· prospection

· continuum

· polyphony

1) As to integrity (целостность) and integration (how to achieve integrity), they are almost alike. How to achieve integrity – you may use certain logical connections and connectors, a certain composition, a certain word order.

2) Cohesion – is to provide the logical connection (logical connectors: conjunction, parathentic words, the article, pronominalization).

3) Retrospection

                               - semantically they are profundity        

            Prospection

   

 Expressed with the 16 tense-aspect forms. 

4) as to polyphony we mean that a good text usually has more than one line of thinking, of reasoning, which is most of all important for fiction.

5) Continuum – the text should continue without breaking, it shouldn’t be abrupt. Deictic (связующие) elements, tense forms, number forms, mood forms – all this provides for cohesion and continuum of a certain text.

Types of texts: (3 main types)

1) narrative (in a narrative text the most important thing which provides for prospection and retrospection are forms expressing time and word expressing space).

2) Description (temporal and spacious characteristics).

3) Dialog

· for description mostly spacious characteristics (considering space, not time)

· for the dialog – the dynamic means, in a dialog we have more colloquial words, more vivid words, more interjections than in other types of texts.

The Authors, who are the fathers:

1) Zelec Harris “Discourse analysis”.

2) Harweg “Pronomina und Textkonstruktion”. (Deutsch).

