Lecture 8

The Verb

· General characteristics of the V as a PoS

1. Classification of V

2. Non-finite form of the V

3. The categories of the V

The v has a very wide distribution. Virtually it can combine with any PoS in pre-/postposition. The most characteristic point of its distribution is its ability to combine with an adverb, the most typical type of connection is government. (управление) (в основном prepositional)

Agreement – согласование
Government – управление
· Adjoinment – примыкание
As far grammatical patterning is concerned verbs as a declinable PoS has several categories: 7 (finite forms), 2/3 (non-f.f.)

For the finite forms:

· the Tense: the Present, the Past, the Future

· the Aspect: the Indefinite (the common, the non-cont.) Aspect – the Continuous (the Progressive) Form

· the Category of time correlation: non-perfect – perfect

· the Category of Voice: the Act V/the Pass V

· the Mood: the Indicative, the Imperative, the Subjunctive M.

· The Person

· The Number

Word building patterning: the V as a notional PoS has its own suffixes (prefixes are universal): ize, fy, en, er, ate. The most characteristic methods of the formation of new V are postfixation (to water)

1. There is a heated discussion as to the nature of the phrasal V – 3 points of view:

2. the second part of a phr v is a postfix (a real postfix) – глагол (обыкновенный) + постфикс
3. these formations are compound words formed by compounding form 2 stems (a verbial stem + an adverbial stem)

4. these formations are phraseological units – “phrasal verbs”

as to the functions the only function of the finite forms is to be the predicate of the sentence; non-finite – their forms are more nominal than verbial.

Classification of Verbs

Like any notional PoS the V can be classed in many different ways resulting in different semantic fields, but the most important one for us is the classification / are …- s that are closely connected with the grammar:

· The most general classification:

· the morphological cl.

· The semantic cl.

1) The functional cl.

2) The m cl of verbs is based on how the verb forms its main forms: (Past Ind, PII); accordingly the verbs are subdivided into regular (standart) and irregular (non-standart).

· The are several groups of non-s. V: 

· verbs with vowel gradation (sit – sat –sat)

· verbs with vowel gradation and the non-standart suffix (e)n in PII (write – wrote – written)

· verbs with vowel gradation and the non-standart –t, -d (teach – taught – taught, tell – told – told)

· verbs with consonant gradation (send – sent – sent)

· verbs with 2 sets of forms (learn – learnt/learned

· verbs with homonymous forms (put – put –put)

· verbs with suppletive forms (to be, to go)

· defective verbs: modal verbs – they are called defective because they have no infinitive and participles

· the semantic classification is based on the general sem meaning of the V. Here we have 2 large groups:

· subject – object verbs

· terminative – non-t (durative) verbs

The classification into s – o V is to some extent similar to the cl into transitive/intransitive verbs (and also parallel). Traditionally a transitive verb is a verb which takes a direct object without a preposition, and as to the intransitive verbs they are all the others. In S which has no oblique cases it seems advisable to distinguish between subject and object verbs: a subject verb does not take any object, an object verb can take any object (direct, prep, indirect). As far as the interrelation between the s and o verbs there is no strict line of democation which mean that the distribution of the verb may be considered as one of the word building means.

To run: 1. He was running along the street and 2. She ran a restaurant.

· It is advisable here three instances:

· an object verb proper (to smoke a cigarette)

· an o verb used absolutely but with an object understood (he smokes much)

· subject verb proper (all the chimneys were smoking)

· terminative / non-terminative verbs

A terminative v denotes an action which has a limit in its development. A non-term verb denotes an action which doesn’t admit of any limit in its development. The verb can be term just by the meaning of the root (to stop), phr verb are terminative (almost all of them). Sometimes the terminative character of the verb is clear from the context. (He is writing a letter) – (he writes well) Non-term verbs usually denote perception of senses, mental perception, emotions, position in space and the like.

The term/non-term character of the verb is closely connected with the functioning of the certain grammatical forms.

· the functional classification is based on the function of the verb (in the sentence):

· notional (lexical) verbs

· semi-auxiliary verbs

· auxiliary verbs

Notional verbs usually denote an action or a state and function as independent members of the sentence. A semi-auxiliary verb is used to form a certain syntactic structure (a modal predicate, nominal predicate: to be, to have…). An auxiliary verb functions as a word-morpheme, and is used to generate an analytical form (to be, to have).

Non – Finite Forms

· The n-f forms (the verbals) are the Infinitive, the gerund and the Participle. They are not formally relased to the doer of the action: the relationship is but semantic, that’s why they have no categories which formally mark the relationship between the action and the doer of the action (no person and no number), no categories of predication (the tense, the mood) – they can’t be used as the predicate of the sentence, however the I and the G can generate one-member sentences:

· No smoking! (the G)

· Why go there? (the I)

· To think of it! (expressively charged)

The Inf has 3 grammatical categories: Voice, time correlation, aspect.

The G and PI have 2 gr categories: Voice and time correlation.

The problem of the non-f forms has always been quit a problem! Where to refer them? Non-f forms combine nominal and verbal features – they are partly verbs and partly names (adj) several ways out:

In earliest grammars sometimes the P was regarded as a special class of words. There were attempts to refer the n-f forms to certain classes according to their functioning thus in some grammars the Inf was referred to the noun, the P – to the adj. As to the G it was a controversial point as it exists only in E and in Spanish. There was another attempt to refer the Inf to a special class of words.

