Lecture 2

Morphemes

From the point of view what they mark

· grammatical morphemes

· lexical morphemes

From the point of view of how they mark and what they consist in

· affixational morphemes: prefix, suffix, infix (man – men) 

· word-morphemes: words which are used as auxiliaries to form a certain gr form: to have, to be, the Article

· zero-morphemes – the meaningful absence of the morpheme

If we consider alomorphs, we should distinguish two variants of alomorphs:

· phonemically conditioned: boys, books, matches

· morphemically conditioned: different ways of the formation of the plural of the nouns: boys, men, oxen

The ways of the formation of the gr form:

3 synthetic ways + 1 analytic way:

1. Affixation

2. Sound gradation (man – men)

3. Suppletion (от разных корней) go – went – gone

4. The analitycal way (the formation of the3 gr form by means of the auxiliaries)

The productive ways both for English and for Russian are affixation and the analytical way. Sound gradation and suppletion are non-productive. If we compare Russian (synth) and English (analytic) we find that the ways of the formation of the gr form are the same; the difference is in the frequence of occurrence. The Russian language uses more affixation, whereas the E language – the analytic way. But there is another point of view: Бархударова introduced “discontinuous morpheme” (прерывистая морфема). By discontinuous morpheme we mean a morpheme consisting of parts which are not adjacent (сопологающиеся), by which we mean that here we have both an auxiliary and a certain affixational morpheme which together mark the form as such.

The functioning of the grammatical category:

When we describe the functioning of a grammatical category we should distinguish between the main meaning of the category (its general meaning) and the instances which are to be explained through the main meaning and on the other hand additional, metaphoric or transposed meaning. To get at the main meaning of the category we should study its forms in isolation; as to the additional meanings they are understood through the context. As a rule transposed forms like metaphorically used words have some expressive charge. However sometimes transposition is caused by redundency (избыточность): “The delegation arrives at five” – this instance of transposition is called neutralization

The main features of the EL as an analytical language:

English has some important features:

1. any syntactic structure should be completed (the completeness of structure) – there is no sentence without all the I.E. expressed – it is achieved by means of structure – filling words:

· at the sentence level: it, there, one

· at the word group level: it, one, that, those

· in short answers: the auxiliaries

2. The predominance of analytical forms and the role of auxiliaries

3. The role of word order and the structural words (prep, conj)

The Development of the English Grammatical Theory

1. The first attempts to describe the grammatical system of the E language

2. Prenormative grammars (сер16 – сер18)

3. Prescriptive/normative grammars (сер18 – до наших дней 19в – пик развития)
4. Scientific grammars (конец19в – до наших дней)
5. Modern gr theories (the structural – descriptive approach, the transformational generative grammar, generative semantics, text linguistics)

This periodization/division is rather arbitrary, but if we consider diff stages, we definitely see that there were some periods.

1. The first attempts to describe something in the E language were made by Alfric (955 – 1020). He wrote Colloquy which was a series of dialogues of daily speech of boys at the monastic schools. It was just designed to instruct the scholars in the daily speech of monastery. Besides he wrote a Latin Grammar. And there are some comments written in OE in this book. He translated Latin terms by means of loans. We don’t know whether there were any other important attempts; we find some commentaries, some glossaries, but we don’t find any comprehensive book, any comprehensive work which can be considered a grammar.

Grammars in the true sense of the word began to appear in the 16th c. We refer to them as prenormative grammars, because their aim was just to describe, to register the gr system of the language of that time.

William Bullocar One of the first most comprehensive grammars of that period was written by W.B. in the end of the 16th c. Before W.B. published his grammar William Lily published a Latin Grammar the first half of the 16th c – it is one of the first complete grammars of a certain language in England/in English. Lily set a certain pattern, standard of arranging the material, he was the forerunner of the many grammars that appeared later. He used the same terminology that was used in Latin but at the same time he saw something in English that wasn’t like in Latin (the use of the auxiliaries, he called them “signs”)

Bullocar’s grammar was called “Brief grammar for English” B. Used the scheme used by Lily but he didn’t imitate it; even earlier grammarians imitated previous patterns: they tried every time to throw a fresh look at the peculiarities of the E language and some of what they discovered then can be seen even now (the idea of no case). In B. Grammar we find 5 cases for the noun instead of 6 cases. He divided all the parts of the speech into declinable and indeclinable.

Other grammars which appeared after B are grammars written by Johnson, Butler and Wallis. In their grammars we find something that shows how they saw the grammatical phenomena of that time. They considered the existence of case. Johnson and Butler in their grammars discovered only two cases. As to Wallis he wrote his E grammar in Latin “Grammatica linguae anglicanae (the 17th c)

In this grammar we see that he had his own look at the EL of that period. He thought that case is non-existent. Besides he studied word groups in detail: the relationship between different parts of the sentence. As to the idea of the possessive case of the Noun he considered it to be not a case but sort of a possessive adjective. W was one of the first who formulated the new rule of the formation of Future. The earlier found either 8 as in Latin or 9 parts of speech (those who considered the A to be a separate part of speech)

Brightland he had only 4 parts of speech. He was one of the first who introduced the idea of sentence. Considering the structure of the sentence he was (написал грамматику в стихах) one of the first who distinguished between a simple and a compound sentence.

The 18th c is the end of the prenormative grammar

Вывод: много сделали:

Морфология – образование форм

Словосочетание – характер отношений между отдельными членами предложения
